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. From ]816 to 1830 Abraham Lincoln grew into 
adulthood near Little Pigeon Creek, Indiana. During
these years he witnessed the loss of his mother and 
sister, as well as many of his relatives and close 
friends, to the calamities of frontier existence-­
childbirth, the "milk sick~" and simple malnutrition. 
Scorned by an insensitive father, heartbroken by a 
tragic love affair, and in constant trouble with the 
community, he became preoccupied with his physical 
unattractiveness and immersed in a bitter melancholy
which would characterize him for the rest of his life. 
It was during this period, however, that he also 
developed those legendary qualities by which we remem­
ber and revere the Abraham Lincoln story--his warm 
humor, his love of reading and culture, his remarkable 
po\IJers of communication, and his intense compassion 
for all living things. The spiritual and moral evolu­
tion of this complex, often contradictory, even para­
doxical man is the subject of William Wilson 1 s family 
drama Abe Lincoln of Pigeon Creek. 
Presented as the family production for San Jose 
State.University 1 s celebration of Theatre Americana, 
Abe L1ncoln of Pigeon Creek is designed for audiences 
of a~es 10 :o 100. _mploying lGmm film, slides, kine­
stasls effects, and highly theatricalized sound and 
lighting, the production focuses on the conflicts and 
traumas of adolescence. The action is psychological, 
and though the play is concerned with the visible 
co~frontations between young Abe and his family, 
fr1ends and sweetheart, the primary struggle occurs 
within the extraordinary mind of Lincoln himself. 
The play climaxes when Abe is banished from his 
community as a troublemaker and sent downriver to New 
Orleans. Abe begins this journey determined to find 
employment as a riverboat pilot. Instead he finds 
something which will radically alter the course of 
his life--slavery. 
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